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(54) 1 ,2-Dioxetane derivative fused to pyran ring and use thereof 

(57) A 1 ,2-dioxetane derivative represented by the general formula : 
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R 6 R" 
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R 4 



wherein R 1 , R 2 , R 3 . R 4 , R 5 , R 6 and R 7 each independently represents hydrogen atom, an alkyl group, or an aryl group, 
or one or more than one pair of R 2 and R 3 . R 4 and R 5 , and R 6 and R 7 can together form a cyclic alkyl group. The com- 
pound is easily handled because the compound itself is very stable, and it is capable of emitting light with a very high 
efficiency. 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to 1 ,2-dioxetane derivatives fused to a pyran ring and the use thereof. Since 
the present compounds are highly stable under an ambient conditions and emit light with a very high quantum effi- 

5 ciency, they can be used as chemiluminescent reagents for various assays such as immunoassay. 

[0002] Various 1 ,2-dioxetane derivatives have been synthesized, and those derivatives having at the position 3 a 
spiroadamantyl group are known to be useful as a substrate for chemiluminescence (see Japanese Examined Patent 
Publication (Kokoku) Nos. 5-21918 and 5-45590). In addition, Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication (Kokai) No. 9- 
216887 discloses compounds whose thermal stabilities are remarkably higher than the above-mentioned compounds, 

10 and which are useful for chemiluminescence. 

[0003] However, to be useful as chemiluminescent reagents in clinical tests and the like, not only high thermal sta- 
bility, but also high light-emission efficiency is required. 

[0004] Accordingly, the present invention provides 1,2-dioxetane derivatives having not only high thermal stability 
but also high quantum efficiency for high emission. 
15 [0005] More specifically, the present invention relates to a 1 ,2-dioxetane derivative represented by the general for- 
mula: 



20 




(I) 



wherein R 1 , R 2 , R 3 R 4 , R 5 , R 6 and R 7 independently represent a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group or an aryl group; or 
30 one or more than one pair of R 2 and R 3 , R 4 and R 5 , and R 6 and R 7 can together form a cyclic alkyl group; and 

Ar represents 

a group represented by the formula (A): 

35 



(A) 



40 




wherein R 8 represents a hydroxyl group, an alkoxyl group, an aralkyloxy group, a group represented by - 
45 OSi(R 10 R 11 R 12 ) (wherein R 10 , R 11 and R 12 independently represents an alkyl group), or a phosphate group; R 9 
represents a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group, an aryl group, a hydroxyl group, an alkoxyl group, an aryloxy group, or 
an aralkyloxy group; and V represents an oxygen atom or a sulfur atom, 

a group represented by the formula (B): 

50 
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10 



20 



wherein R 8 has the same meaning as defined for R 8 in the above formula (A); W represents a nitrogen atom or C- 
R 13 (wherein R 13 represents a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group, an aryl group, an alkoxyl group, or an aralkyloxy 
group); and X represents an oxygen atom or a sulfur atom, 



or a group represented by the formula (C): 




(C) 



15 wherein R 8 has the same meaning as defined for R 8 in the above formula (A); R 14 represents a hydrogen atom, a 
halogen atom, an alkyl group, an alkoxyl group, or a group represented by the formula (R 14 ): 



X 



<R 14 ') 



25 wherein Y represents an oxygen atom, a sulfur atom, or a group represented by N-R 15 ; and Z represents a hydro- 
gen atom, an alkyl group, an aryl group or a group represented by -OR 16 , -SR 17 or the formula: 

R 18 

so N 

wherein R 15 represents a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group, an aryl group, a hydroxyl group, or an alkoxyl group; and 
35 R 16 , R 17 , R 18 and R 19 represent a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group or an aryl group; or one or more than one pair of 
R 15 and R 16 . R 15 and R 17 , R 15 and R 18 , and R 18 and R 19 can together form a ring and this ring may contain two 
or more heteroatoms. 

[0006] The 1 ,2-dioxetane derivative of the present invention is a compound capable of deriving chemiluminescence 
40 and can be used as a substrate for immunoassay. 

[0007] The present invention further provides an assay reagent comprising the above-mentioned 1 ,2-dioxetane 
derivative. 

[0008] The present invention further provides an assay method using the above-mentioned 1 ,2-dioxetane deriva- 
tives. 

45 [0009] The alkyl group for the substituents R 1 , R 2 , R 3 , R 4 , R 5 , R 6 and R 7 is an optionally substituted straight-chain 
or branched alkyl group having 1 to 20 carbon atoms. The alkyl group is preferably a lower alkyl group having 1 to 6 
carbon atoms, and more preferably a lower alkyl group having 1 to 4 carbon atoms. The alkyl group is exemplified by 
methyl, ethyl, propyl, butyl, pentyl, hexyl, heptyl, octyl, nonyl, decyl, undecyl, dodecyl, tetradecyl, pentadecyl, hexade- 
cyl, heptadecyl, octadecyl. nonadecyl, and icosanyl. The lower alkyl group is exemplified by straight-chain or branched 

so alkyl having 1 to 6 carbon atoms, such as methyl, ethyl, propyl, isopropyl, butyl, isobutyl, tert-butyl, a straight-chain or 
branched pentyl, or a straight-chain or branched hexyl. 

[0010] The substituent for the alkyl group is, for example, a hydroxy group, an alkoxy group, an aryl group or a het- 
erocyclic group The alkoxy group is, for example, methoxy, ethoxy, propoxy, butoxy, pentyloxy, hexyloxy, methox- 
yethoxy, methoxypropoxy, ethoxyethoxy, ethoxypropoxy or methoxyethoxyethoxy. The aryl is, for example, a phenyl or 
55 naphthyl, and the heterocyclic group includes, for example, furyl, thienyl or pyridyl group. 

[001 1 ] The aryl group for the substituents R 1 , R 2 , R 3 , R 4 , R 5 , R 6 and R 7 is aromatic hydrocarbon group for example, 
phenyl or naphthyl. The aryl may be a heteroaryl group such as furyl, thienyl, pyridyl group or the like. The aryl group 
can be substituted with for example, methyl, ethyl, propyl, isopropyl, butyl, isobutyl, tert-butyl, a straight-chain or 



3 



EP 1 038 876 A2 



branched pentyl, or a straight-chain or branched hexyl. 

[0012] One or more than one pair of R 2 and R 3 , R 4 and R 5 , and "R 6 and R 7 " together can form a cycloalkyl group 
having 3 - 8 carbon atoms. The cycloalkyl group has preferably 5 - 7 carbon atoms. The cycloalkyl is exemplified by 
cyclopropyl, cyclobutyl, cyclopentyl, cyclohexyl, cycloheptyl or the like. The cycloalkyl group may be optionally substi- 
5 tuted by one or more substituents such as methyl, ethyl, propyl, isopropyl, butyl, isobutyl, tert-butyl, a straight-chain or 
branched pentyl, a straight-chain or branched hexyl, phenyl or naphthyl. 
[001 3] Ar in the general formula (I) can be as follows: 

Formula (A): 

70 

[0014] 



15 




20 

wherein R 8 represents a hydroxyl group, an alkoxyl group, an aralkyloxy group, a group represented by - 
OSi(R 10 R 11 R 12 ) (wherein R 10 , R 11 and R 12 independently represents an alkyl group), or a phosphate group; R 9 repre- 
sents a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group, an aryl group, a hydroxyl group, an alkoxyl group, an aryloxy group, or an aralky- 
loxy group; and V represents an oxygen atom or a sulfur atom; 

25 

Formula (B): 
[0015] 



30 




35 

wherein R 8 has the same meaning as defined for R 8 in the above formula (A); W represents a nitrogen atom or C-R 13 
(wherein R 13 presents a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group, an aryl group, an alkoxyl group, or an aralkyloxy group); and X 
40 represents an oxygen atom or a sulfur atom; 

Formula (C): 

[0016] 

45 



50 




R 14 

wherein R 8 has the same meaning as defined for R 8 in the above formula (A); R 14 represents a hydrogen atom, a hal- 
55 ogen atom, an alkyl group, an alkoxyl group, or a group represented by the formula (R 14 ): 
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5 




wherein Y represents an oxygen atom, a sulfur atom, or a group represented by N-R 15 ; and Z represents a hydrogen 
w atom, an alkyl group, an aryl group or a group represented by -OR 16 , -SR 17 , or the formula: 



wherein R 1 5 represents a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group, an aryl group, a hydroxyl group, or an alkoxyl group; and R 16 , 
20 R 17 , R 18 and R 19 represent a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group or an aryl group; or one or more than one pair of R 15 and 
R 16 , R 15 and R 17 , R 15 and R 18 , and R 18 and R 19 can together form a ring and this ring may contain two or more heter- 



[001 7] In the alkoxyl group as R 8 , the alkyl moiety has the same meaning as defined above for alkyl group as R 1 to 
R 7 . The alkoxy group is preferably a lower alkoxy group having 1 to 6 carbon atoms, and is exemplified by methoxy, 
25 ethoxy, n-propoxy, isopropoxy, n-butoxy, isobutoxy, tert-butoxy, straight-chain or branched pentyloxy such as n-penty- 
loxy, isopentyloxy, straight chain or branched hexyloxy such as n-hexyioxy, isohexyloxy, methoxyethoxy, methoxypro- 
poxy, ethoxyethyoxy, ethoxypropoxy, methoxyethoxyethoxy, or the like. 

[0018] In the aralkyloxy for R 8 in the formula (A), (B) and (C), the aryl moiety has the same meaning as defined 
above for the aryl as R 1 to R 6 . The alkylene moiety in the aralkyloxy is a straight chain or branched alkylene group - 
30 (CHaJn* having 1 - 20 carbon atoms. The alkylene group is preferably a lower alkylene group having 1 to 4 carbon 
atoms, exemplified by methylene, ethylene, propylene, or butylene group. The preferred aralkyloxy is benayloxy and 
phenetyloxy. 

[0019] The alkyl group as R 10 , R 1 1 and R 12 has the same meaning as defined above for R 1 to R 6 . The alkyl group 
is preferably a lower alkyl group having 1 to 6 carbon atoms as defined above for R 1 to R 6 . 
35 [0020] The alkyl and aryl groups as R 9 in the formula (A) has the same meaning as defined above for R 1 to R 6 . The 
alkyl is preferably a lower alkyl having 1 to 6 carbon atoms as defined above. The alkoxy and aralkyloxy for R 9 have the 
same meaning as defined above for R 8 In the aryloxy group as R 9 , the aryl moiety has the same meaning as defined 
above for R 1 to R 6 . 

[0021] The alkyl and aryl groups as R 13 have the same meaning as defined above for R 1 to R 6 . The alkoxy and 
40 aralkyloxy groups as R 13 have the same meaning as defined above for R 8 . The alkyl is preferably a lower alky! having 
1 to 6 carbon atoms. 

[0022] The alkyl group as R 14 has the same meaning as defined above for R 1 to R 6 , and the alkoxy group as R 14 
has the same meaning as defined above for R 8 

[0023] The alkyl and aryl group as Z have the same meaning as defined above for R 1 to R 6 . 

45 [0024] The alkyl and aryl groups as R 15 have the same meaning as defined above for R 1 to R 6 . The alkoxy group 
as R 15 has the same meaning as defined above for R 8 . The alkoxy and aryl groups for R 16 , R 17 , R 18 and R 19 have the 
same meaning as defined above for R 1 to R 6 . One or more than one pair of R 15 and R 16 , R 15 and R 17 or R 15 and R 18 
together form a ring structure containing the nitrogen atom to which the R 15 bonds. The ring structure may contain one 
or more additional heteroatoms, such as nitrogen, oxygen or sulfur. The ring structure formed by R 18 and R 1 9 together 

so with the nitrogen atom to which the R 18 and R 19 bind may contain one or more additional heteroatom such as nitrogen, 
oxygen or sulfur. 

[0025] The halogen is fluorine, chlorine or bromine. 

[0026] According to the present invention, the preferred embodiment A of the compound represented by the for- 
mula (I) is compound of the general formula (I) wherein Ar is represented by: 



15 




oatoms. 



55 



the formula (a): 



5 
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(a) 



10 



wherein R 8 , R 9 and V have the same meaning as defined for R 8 R 9 and V in the formula (A); or 
the formula (b): 



15 



20 



Xxv 



(b) 



wherein R 8 , W and X have the same meaning as defined above for R 8 W and X in the formula (B); or 
25 the formula (C): 



30 




(c) 



35 wherein R° and R 14 have the same meaning as defined above for R 8 and R 1 4 in the formula (C). 



[0027] The preferred embodiment B of the present compound is a compound of the formula (I) wherein Ar is repre- 
sented by the formula (C) wherein R 14 is represented by the R 14 ' wherein Y is oxygen atom, and Z is represented by 
the formula: 



40 



45 



,18 



N 



wherein R 18 and R 19 together form a 3 to 7-membered ring. More preferably, Z is represented by the formula: 



50 



/ \ 

-N O 

W 



55 



[0028] The preferred embodiment C of the present compound is a compound of the formula (I) wherein Ar is rep- 
resented by the formula (C) wherein R 14 is represented by the R 14 ' in which Y is N-R 15 , and Z is -OR 16 wherein R 15 
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and R 16 together form a 3 to 7-membered ring. Preferably Y(N-R 15 ) and Z(-OR 16 ) together form the formula: 



1 p 

[0029] The preferred embodiment D of the present compound is a compound of the formula (I) wherein R , R and 
R 3 are independently an alkyl group, and preferably a lower alkyl group and more preferably a lower alkyl group having 
1 to 4 carbon atoms, such as tert-butyl group; and each of R 4 , R 5 , R 6 and R 7 is preferably a hydrogen atom. 
[0030] In the preferred embodiment A. the substituents other than Ar may have the sane meanings as defined for 
15 the corresponding substituents in the general formula (I). In the preferred embodiment B . the substituents other than Ar 
and R 8 in the formula (C) may have the sane meanings as defined for the corresponding substituents in the general for- 
mula (I). In the preferred embodiment C. the substituents other than Ar and R 4 in the formula (C) may have the same 
meanings as defined for the corresponding substituents in the general formula (I). 

[0031] Alternatively, and most preferably, the present compound is represented by the formula (I) wherein Ar is rep- 
20 resented as defined in the preferred embodiments A. BorC. and the substituents other than Ar are those defined in the 
preferred embodiment D. 

[0032] The 1 ,2-dioxetane derivative represented by the general formula (I) of the present invention can be produced 
from a dihydropyran ring derivative having an aryl group substituted with R 81 , which is represented by the general for- 
mula: 

25 



30 




<H> 



35 

wherein R 1 to R 7 have the same meaning as defined for R 1 to R 7 in the general formula (I); R 81 is an alkoxyl group or 
an aralkyloxy group; and (R 81 )Ar is a group represented by: 

40 the formula (A'): 



45 




(A') 



wherein R 9 and V have the same meaning as R 9 and V in the formula (A); and R 81 has the same meaning as in the 
so general formula (II); 
the formula (B'): 



55 
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(B') 



wherein W and X have the same meaning as W and X in the formula (B); and R 81 has the same meaning as R 8 
in the general formula (II); or 
the formula (C): 




(C) 



ft" 

wherein R 14 has the same meaning as R 1 4 in the formula (C);and R 81 has the same meaning as R 81 in the general 
formula (II), in accordance with the following reaction scheme A. 

Reaction Scheme A 
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[0033] In the reaction scheme A. R 1 to R 7 have the same meaning as those in the general formula (I); R 81 has the 
same meaning as that in the general formula (II); R 82 is a phosphoric group represented by the formula: 

— p 



(wherein R 20 and R 21 represent an alkyi group, or R 20 and R 21 may together form a ring) or a group represented by - 
OSi(R 10 R 11 R 12 ) (R 10 , R 11 and R 12 are as defined above; a group represented by (HO)Ar- in the general formula (III) 
has an OH group at the same position as that of the substituent R 81 in the general formula (II); and a group represented 
15 by (R 82 )Ar of the general formula (IV) has R 82 at the same position as that of the substituent R 81 in the general formula 
(II). 

[0034] In the above description, the alkoxy and aralkyloxy groups have the same meanings as defined for R 8 in the 
formula (A). 

20 Step 1 

[0035] In this step, a deblocking reaction of the compound represented by the general formula (II) is effected to pro- 
duce a compound represented by the general formula (III). 

[0036] The compound to be subjected to the deblocking reaction is a compound represented by the general formula 
25 (II) (wherein R 1 to R 7 are as defined above; and R 81 is an alkyl group or an aralkyl group (preferably a methoxy group 
or a benzyloxy group), and this reaction can be effected by a procedure which is well known to a person with an ordinary 
skill in the art, that is, reaction of anions of an alkylthiol or hydrogenation reaction, which may be appropriately selected 
according to the group to be deblocked. 

so Step 2 

[0037] In this step, the compound represented by the general formula (III) is reacted with a corresponding halogen- 
ated trialkylsilane or halogenated phosphate for forming a silyloxy group or a phosphoric group, thereby to produce a 
compound represented by the general formula (IV). 
35 [0038] In this step, when chloroethylene phosphate is reacted to introduce a phosphoric group, the reaction product 
can be converted into a sodium salt of cyanoethyl phosphate using sodium cyanate, which can be further converted into 
an ammonium sodium salt by eliminating a cyanoethyl group. This ammonium sodium salt can be easily converted into 
a disodium salt by reacting with sodium hydrogencarbonate. 

40 Step 3 

[0039] In this step, the compound represented by the general formula (II), (III) or (IV) is reacted with a singlet oxy- 
gen to produce a 1 ,2-dioxetane derivative represented by the general formula (I). 

[0040] The reaction with the singlet oxygen is attained by irradiating a dihydropyran derivative represented by the 
45 general formula (II), (III) or (IV) with visible light under an oxygen atmosphere in the presence of a photosensitizer such 
as methylene blue, rose bengal, or tetraphenylporphine (TPP). 

[0041] In this reaction, a halogenated hydrocarbon such as dichloromethane, dichloroethane, or carbon tetrachlo- 
ride; and an alcohol such as methanol or ethanol can be used as the solvent 
[0042] The reaction is preferably effected at -80°C to room temperature. 
so [0043] The method of producing the dihydropyran derivative represented by the general formula (II) includes, for 
example, the following method. 

(1) Case wherein the (R— )Ar is a group represented by the formula (A') 

55 [0044] In the case wherein the (R 81 )Ar is a group represented by the formula (A 1 ) in the compound represented by 
the general formula (II), the dihydropyran derivative represented by the general formula (II) can be produced in accord- 
ance with the following reaction scheme B : 
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Reaction Scheme B 




<1A) (2A) 




(7A) (II) 



[0045] In the reaction scheme B. R 1 to R 7 and R 81 have the same meaning as defined above; R 83 is halogen atom; 
R 84 is an alkoxyl group or an aralkyloxy group (R 83 and R 84 are combined with adjacent carbon atoms); R is halogen 
atom, a substituted sulfonyloxy group, or a hydroxyl group; and (R 81 )Ar of the compound represented by the general 
formula (II) is a group represented by the formula (A% 



10 



EP 1 038 876 A2 



Step 1 A 

[0046] In this step, a compound represented by the general formula (1A) is reacted with a compound represented 
by the general formula (2A) to produce a compound represented by the general formula (3A). 
5 [0047] The reaction can be attained by so-called Williamson synthesis which is well known to a person with an ordi- 
nary skill in the art. 

[0048] When a substituent R of the compound represented by the general formula (1 A) is halogen atom or a sub- 
stituted sulfonyloxy group, this step can be attained by directly subjecting the compound to the reaction. On the other 
hand, when X is a hydroxyl group, this step can be attained by subjecting the compound to the reaction after the 
w hydroxyl group into a sulfonyloxy group in the reaction system using halogenated tosyl. 

Step 2A 

[0049] In this step, the compound represented by the general formula (3A) is oxidized to produce a compound rep- 
15 resented by the general formula (4A). 

[0050] Oxidation in this step can be effected by using a chromium-based oxidizing agent or an activator. 
[0051] As a chromium-based oxidizing agent, for example, pyridinium chloroformate (PCC) or pyridinium dichloro- 
chromate (PDC) can be used. As a solvent, for example, a halogenated hydrocarbon such as dichloromethane can be 
used. 

20 [0052] When using the activator, the reaction can be effected by using a combination with a solvent such as 
Py • S0 3 /triethylamine/DMSO or AcgO/DMSO. 

S tep 3 A 

25 [0053] in this step, a compound represented by the general formula (5A) is produced by ring-formation of the com- 
pound represented by the general formula (4 A). 

[0054] The reaction is effected by using a lithium salt of a secondary amine, such as lithium diisopropylamide, or a 
base such as t-butoxypotassium. 

[0055] As the solvent, for example, an organic solvent such as THF or DMSO can be used. The reaction is prefer- 
30 ably effected at 0°C to room temperature for 1 to 5 hours. 

Step 4A 

[0056] In this step, the compound represented by the general formula (5A) is dehydrated to produce a compound 
35 represented by the general formula (6A). 

[0057] The reaction can be effected by reacting with thionyl chloride in the presence of a base such as pyridine, or 
by using, as a catalyst, an acid such as phosphoric acid or p-toluenesulfonic acid. 

[0058] As the solvent, for example, a halogenated hydrocarbon such as methylene chloride, or an aromatic hydro- 
carbon such as toluene can be used. The solvent can be appropriately selected according to a reagent to be reacted. 

40 

Step 5A 

[0059] In this step, the compound represented by the general formula (6A) is reduced to produce a compound rep- 
resented by the general formula (7A). 
45 [0060] The reaction can be attained by reacting with a lithium salt such as butyllitium, reacting with an azide such 
as p-toluenesulfonazide. reducing with triphenyl phosphine, and reacting with a thiol such as ethanethiol. 
[0061] As the solvent, for example, an organic solvent such as DMF can be used. The reaction is preferably 
effected under reflux. 

50 Step 6A 

[0062] In this step, a compound represented by the general formula (II) is produced from the compound repre- 
sented by the general formula (7A). 

[0063] The reaction can be effected by converting R 84 of the compound represented by the general formula (7 A) 
55 into a hydroxyl group or a SH group, and reacting with an orthocarboxylic acid ester or carbonylimidazole, thereby mak- 
ing it possible to form a condensed ring. 

[0064] When using the orthocarboxylic acid ester, the reaction is preferably effected under heating at 1 00 to 200°C. 
When using carbonylimidazole. the reaction is preferably effected at 0°C to room temperature. 
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(2) Case wherein the (R^Ar is a group represented bv the formula (O 

[0065] In case (R 81 )Ar is a group represented by the formula (C 1 ) in the compound represented by the general for- 
mula (II). the dihydropyran derivative represented by the general formula (II) can be obtained in accordance with the 
5 following reaction scheme C : 

P^art^n $rheme C 
10 R 5 R* OH 



15 




(1C) (2C) 
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[0066] In the reaction scheme C, R 1 to R 7 , R 81 and R have the same meaning as defined above; and (R 81 )Ar in the 
compound represented by the general formula (II) is a group represented by the formula (C). 

5 StepIC 

[0067] In this step, a compound represented by the general formula (1 C) is reacted with a compound represented 
by the general formula (2C) to produce a compound represented by the general formula (3C). 
[0068] The compound represented by the general formula (2C) is the same as the compound represented by the 
w general formula (2A) used in case (R 81 )Ar is a group represented by the formula (A 1 ). This step 1 C can be attained by 
Williamson synthesis in the same manner as in the step t A. 

Steps 2C and 3C 

is [0069] The method of producing a compound represented by the general formula (5C) through these steps can be 
attained in the same manner as in the steps 2A and 3A. 

Step 4A 

20 [0070] In this step, the compound represented by the general formula (5C) is brominated to produce a compound 
represented by the general formula (6C). 

[0071] The reaction is attained by using a brominating agent such as N-bromosuccinimide. As the solvent, for 
example, an organic solvent such as hydrous THF, dioxane, or DMF can be used. 

25 Step 5C 

[0072] This step can be effected in the same manner as in the step 4A. 

[0073] In this step, bromine of a compound represented by the general formula (7C) is substituted to produce a 
compound represented by the general formula (II) into which a desired substituent is introduced. 
30 [0074] Introduction of a substituted amino group can be effected by introducing a carboxyl group using a lithium salt 
such as butyllithium, and reacting with an amine or ammonia using carbonylimidazole as a condensing agent. 
[0075] The amide produced by the above reaction can be converted into a compound having an oxazoline ring by 
reacting with a substituted or non-substituted ethanolamine. 

[0076] Introduction of an acyl group can be attained by reacting with N-methylformanilide using a lithium salt such 
35 as butyllithium in the same manner as described above, or reacting with an aldehyde such as acetaldehyde or benzal- 
dehyde and oxidizing a hydroxyl group using an oxidizing agent such as manganese dioxide. 
[0077] The compound into which the acyl group has been introduced is converted into an oxime by subjecting to 
the step 1 and reacting with a hydroxylamine or alkoxylamine, and the oxime can be used as a starting material of the 
step 3. 

40 

(3) Case wherein the (R^Ar is a group represented bv the formula (BO 

[0078] In case wherein the (R 81 )Ar is a group represented by the formula (B*) in the compound represented by the 
general formula (II), the dihydropyran derivative represented by the general formula (II) can be obtained in accordance 
45 with the following reaction scheme D. 
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Reaction Schema D 



w 



v81 



(B) 



R 5 R 4 OH 



(IB) 



R 1 Step 1B , 



R 7 R 6 R 3 R 2 



(2B) 



T5 



20 



25 



30 



35 



40 



R 5 R 4 OH 



,81. 




»81. 



x Step 2B 



R 7 R 6 R 3 R J 



R 5 R 4 O 




! Step 3B 



(ID 



45 



50 



[0079] In the reaction scheme D, R 1 to R 7 , W, X and R 81 have the same meaning as defined above; and (R 81 )Ar of 
the compound represented by the general formula (II) is a group represented by the formula (B). 

SteplB 



[0080] In this step, a compound represented by the general formula (1B) is condensed with a compound repre- 
sented by the general formula (2B) to produce a compound represented by the general formula (3B). 
[0081] The reaction can be effected in the presence of a condensing agent. The condensing agent includes, for 
example, carbodiimide or carbonylimidazole. 
55 [0082] When the reaction is effected, a halogenated hydrocarbon such as dichloromethane can be used as the sol- 
vent. 
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Steo2B 

[0083] This step is effected in the same manner as in the above step 2A. 
5 Step3B 

[0084] In this step, an alcohol derivative is produced from a compound represented by the general formula (4B) 
using a reducing agent and a base in the presence of titanium, and then the alcohol derivative is subjected to a cyclo- 
dehydration reaction in the presence of an acid catalyst to produce a compound represented by the general formula (II). 

w [0085] It is an indispensable feature for the pre-stage reaction to be effected in the presence of titanium. Halogen- 
ated titanium such as titanium chloride is preferably used as titanium. The reaction is preferably effected after the 
reduced state is attained by using aluminum lithium hydride as a reducing agent and using triethylamine or pyridine as 
a base. The reaction is preferably effected in an organic ether such as THR The reaction proceeds at 0 to 1 00°C, but is 
preferably effected under reflux of THF in view of the operation and reactivity. 

15 [0086] In the post-stage cyclodehydration reaction, PPTS or p-toluenesulfonic acid is preferably used as an acid 
catalyst. The reaction can be effected by using a halogenated hydrocarbon or an aromatic hydrocarbon such as ben- 
zene or toluene as a solvent. 

[0087] The 1 ,2-dioxetane derivative represented by the general formula (I) of the present invention is not only dis- 
composed with accompanying a chemiluminescence under alkali conditions to form a carbonyl compound, but also 
20 decomposed with accompanying a chemiluminescence by an enzyme, for example, esterase (carboxylic acid ester 
hydrolase) such as arylesterase or acetylcholinesterase, or acidic or alkali phosphatase. Accordingly, the 1 ,2-dioxetane 
derivative can be not only used as a reagent in an immunoassay for the purpose of determining the concentration of a 
substance to be detected in the sample, but also used as a labeled reagent. 

[0088] The substances to be detected in the immunoassay, includes, for example, hormones such as hCG, TSH, 
25 or LH; carcinogens such as AFP or CEA; and virus antigen such as HIV or HTLV-1 , and an antibody or a nucleic acid 
thereof. 

[0089] According to the above immunoassay, the following steps are included: the step of providing a conjugate 
consisting of the enzyme and a substance having a specific binding property to the above substance to be detected, 
mixing and reacting the conjugate with a sample containing the substance to be detected for a fixed time, and the step 
30 of determining the amount of the enzyme of the conjugate which has been bound or not bound to the substance to be 
detected in the sample by means of measuring the intensity of chemiluminescence of the product of the enzyme reac- 
tion with the substrate 1 ,2-dioxetane derivative. The amount of the enzyme indicates the concentration of the substance 
to be detected. 

[0090] The reagent for immunoassay, comprising the 1 ,2-dioxetane derivative of the present invention, and the 
35 above-described immunoassay using the same are also included in the present invention. 

[0091 ] The 1 ,2-dioxetane represented by the general formula (I) of the present invention is a compound which has 
a high thermal stability and a very high light emission quantum efficiency. Accordingly, the compound can be stored for 
a long period of time without being refrigerated, and the same object can be attained using a small amount of the com- 
pound as compared with a conventional compound because of good light emission efficiency. When using it in the field 
40 of clinical analysis, the substance to be detected can be detected in an efficient and simple manner. 

EXAMPLES 

[0092] The following Examples and Reference Examples further illustrate the present invention in detail. 

45 

Reference Example 1 

[0093] 

50 



55 




[1] [2] [3] 



15 



EP 1 038 876 A2 



[0094] Under a nitrogen atmosphere, 584 mg (1 4.4 mmol) of 60% sodium hydride was added to 1 0 ml_ of DMF. The 
solution was cooling to 0°C and a solution prepared by dissolving 2.09g (12.0 mmol) of 3,3,5,5-tetramethyl-1,4-hexan- 
ediol (compound [1]) in 5 ml of DMF was added dropwise, followed by stirring for 30 minutes. A solution prepared by 
5 dissolving 1 .75 mL (12.1 mmol) of 3-methoxybenzyl chloride (compound [2]) in 3 mL of DMF was added dropwise, fol- 
lowed by cooling to room temperature and further stirring overnight. The reaction solution was poured into a saturated 
ammonium chloride solution and then extracted with ethyl acetate. The aqueous layer was extracted with ethyl acetate 
and combined with the organic layer obtained previously, and then the combined layer was washed with a saturated 
sodium chloride solution three times. The organic layer was concentrated by drying over magnesium sulfate. The con- 
ic? centrate was eluted by subjecting to silica gel column using a mixed solvent of ethyl acetate and hexane (1 :5) as an 
eluent to obtain 3.08g of 6-(3-methoxy)benzyloxy-2 t 2,4 p 4-tetramethyl-3-hexanol as a colorless oily product (yield: 
87.1%). 

[0095] 2.63g (8.93 mmol) of the resulting 6-(3-methoxy)benzyloxy 2,2,4,4-tetramethyl-3-hexanol was dissolved in 
10 mL of methylene chloride and the solution was added dropwise in a mixed solution of 30 mL of methylene chloride, 
15 2.64g (12.2 mmol) of PCC and 7.69g of celite under a nitrogen atmosphere, followed by stirring overnight. To the reac- 
tion solution, 5 mL of 2-propanol and 120 mL of ether were added, followed by stirring for one hour. Then, the mixture 
was filtered with celite and the filtrate was concentrated. The concentrate was eluted by subjecting it to a silica gel col- 
umn using a mixed solvent of ethyl acetate and hexane (1 :7) as an eluent to obtain 2.46g of 6-(3-methoxy)benzyloxy- 
2,2,4,4-tetramethyl-3-hexanol (compound [3]) as a colorless oily product (yield: 94.3%). 

20 

1 HNMR (400MHz. CDCI 3 ); 81.22 (s, 9H), 1.27 (s. 6H), 1.96 (t, J=7.0Hz, 2H), 3.39 (t, J=7.0Hz, 2H), 3.81 (s, 3H), 
4.42 (s, 2H), 6.81 (d with fine coupling, J=8.9Hz, 1 H), 6.86 - 6.88 (m, 2H) ppm. 

Reference Example 2 

25 

[0096] 



30 




[3] [4] 



40 [0097] Under a nitrogen atmosphere, 2.10mL(15.0mmol)ofdiisopropylaminewasaddedto 15mLof THFatroom 
temperature and 8.50 mL (1 3.7 mmol) of 1 .60M butyllithium was added, followed by stirring for 30 minutes. The mixture 
Was cooling to -78°C and a solution prepared by dissolving 2.27g (7.76 mmol) of 6-(3-methoxy)benzyloxy-2, 2,4,4- 
tetramethyI-3-hexanone (compound [3]) in 5 mL of THF, was added dropwise. The reaction solution was generally 
cooled to room temperature, and then stirred for three hours. The reaction solution was poured into a saturated ammo* 
45 nium chloride solution and then extracted with ethyl acetate. The aqueous layer was extracted with ethyl acetate and 
combined with the organic layer obtained previously, and then the combined layer was washed with a saturated sodium 
chloride solution three times. The organic layer was concentrated by drying over magnesium sulfate. The concentrate 
was eluted by subjecting to silica gel column using a mixed solvent of ethyl acetate and hexane (1 :7) as an eluent to 
obtain 2.08g of 3-t-butyl-3-hydroxy-2-(3-methoxy)phenyl-4,4-dimethyl-3,4,5,6-tetrahydropyran as a colorless oily prod- 
so uct(yield:91.8%). 

[0098] Under a nitrogen atmosphere at room temperature, 1 .74g (5.96 mmol) of the resulting 3-t-butyl-3-hydroxy- 
2-(3-methoxy)phenyl-4,4-dimethyl-3,4,5,6-tetrahydropyran and 5.5 mL (68.0 mmol) of pyridine were added to 20 mL of 
methylene chloride. The mixture was cooled to 0°C and 0.75 mL (10.3 mmol) of thionyl chloride was added, followed by 
stirring for two hours. The reaction solution was poured into a saturated sodium chloride solution and extracted with 
55 ethyl acetate. The aqueous layer was extracted with ethyl acetate and combined with the organic layer obtained previ- 
ously, and then the combined layer was washed with a saturated sodium chloride solution three times. The organic layer 
was concentrated by drying over magnesium sulfate. The concentrate was eluted by subjecting it to a silica gel column 
using a mixed solvent of methylene chloride and hexane (2:1) as an eluent to obtain 1.25g of 5-t-butyl-6-(3-meth- 
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oxy)phenyl-4,4<iimethyl-3,4-dihydropyran (compound [4]) as a colorless oily product (yield: 76.7%). 

1 HNMR (400MHz, CDCI 3 ); 51.04 (s. 9H), 1.39 (s. 9H), 1.39 (s, 6H), 1.69 (t. J=5.2Hz, 2H), 3.80 (s, 3H), 4.01 (t 
J=5.2Hz, 2H), 6.83 - 6.87 (m, 3H), 4.01 (t, J=5.2Hz, 2H), 6.83 - 6.87 (m, 3H), 7.21 (t, J=7.8Hz, 1H) ppm. 
5 IR (liquid film); 2924, 2856, 1585, 1 238, 1047 cm* 1 . 

Mas (m/z, %); 259 (36), 218 (27). 203 (100), 151 (24), 135 (30), 111 (26), 77 (51). 

Example 1 

w [0099] 




[0100] Under an oxygen atmosphere at 0°C, 70.7 mg (0.258 mmol) of 5-t-butyl-6-(3-methoxy)phenyl-4,4-dimethyl- 
25 3,4-dihydropyran (compound [4]) and 1 .3 mg of TPP were added to 5 mL of bichloroform and the mixture was externally 
irradiated for eight hours using a 940 W sodium lamp. The reaction solution was concentrated and then eluted by sub- 
jecting to silica gel column using a mixed solvent of ether and hexane (1 :20) as an eluent to obtain 45.7 mg of 6-t-butyl- 
' 1-(3-methoxy)phenyl-5,5-dimethyl-2,7,8-trioxabicyclo[4.2.0]octane (compound [5]) as a colorless oily product (yield: 
57.9%). 

30 

Melting point; 107-108°C. 

1 HNMR (400MHz, CDCI 3 ); 60.99 (s, 9H), 1.17 (s, 3H), 1.37 -1.44 (m, 1H), 1.54 (s, 3H), 3.01 (dt, J=13.2 and 9.7Hz, 
1H), 3.81 (s, 3H), 4.11 (q, J=9.7Hz, 1H), 4.40 - 4.45 (m, 1H), 6.80 - 7.29 (m, 4H) ppm. 
IR (KBr); 2972, 2898, 1612, 1291, 1091 cm 1 . 

35 

Reference Example 3 
[0101] 



40 



45 




[0102] Under a nitrogen atmosphere at 0°C, 153 mg (1.31 mmol) of 60% sodium hydride was added to 2 mL of 
DMF and 0.12 mL (1.55 mmol) of ethanethiol was then added, followed by stirring. A solution prepared by dissolving 
171 mg (0.62 mmol) of 5-t-butyl-6-(3-methoxy)phenyl-4,4-dimethyl-3,4-dihydropyran (compound [4]) in 2 mL of DMF 
55 was added dropwise and the mixture was refluxed for two hours. The reaction solution was poured into a saturated 
sodium chloride solution and extracted with ethyl acetate. The aqueous layer was extracted with ethyl acetate and com- 
bined with the organic layer obtained previously, and then the combined layer was washed with a saturated sodium 
chloride solution three times. The organic layer was concentrated by drying over magnesium sulfate. The concentrate 
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was eluted by subjecting it to a silica gel column using a mixed solvent of ethyl acetate and hexane (1 :5) as an eluent 
to obtain 131 mg of 5-t-butyl-6-(3-hydroxy)phenyl-4,4-dimethyl-3,4-dihydropyran (compound [6]) as a colorless oily 
product (yield: 80.7%). 

5 Melting point; 131 - 132°C. 

1 HNMR (400MHz, CDCI 3 ); 81.04 (s, 9H), 1.39 (s, 6H), 1.68 (t, J=5.3Hz, 2H), 4.00 (t, J=5.3Hz, 2H), 4.62 (s, 1H), 

6.74 - 6.76 (m, 2H), 6.85 (d, J=7.7Hz, 1H), 7.17 (t, J=7.7Hz, 1H) ppm. 

IR(KBr); 3401, 2963, 2881, 1588, 1442, 1112cm* 1 

Mass (m/z, %); 245 (23), 204 (25), 189 (100), 175 (3), 121 (22), 93 (6). 

w 

Reference Example 4 
[0103] 




[0104] Under a nitrogen atmosphere at room temperature, 92.7 mg (0.356 mmol) of 5-t-butyl-6-(3-hydroxy)phenyl- 
4,4-dimethyl-3,4-dihydropyran (compound [6]) and imidazole (60 mg, 0.881 mmol) were added to 3 mL of DMR Then, 

30 1 02 mg (0.679 mmol) of t-butyldimethylchlorosilane was added, followed by stirring for two hours. The reaction solution 
was poured into a saturated sodium chloride solution and extracted with ethyl acetate. The aqueous layer was extracted 
with ethyl acetate and combined with the organic layer obtained previously, and then the combined layer was washed 
with a saturated sodium chloride solution three times. The organic layer was concentrated by drying over magnesium 
sulfate. The concentrate was eluted by subjecting to silica gel column using a mixed solvent of ethyl acetate and hexane 

35 (1 :10) as an eluent to obtain 114 mg of 5-t-butyl-6-(3-t-butyldimethylsiloxy)phenyl-4,4-dimethyl-3,4-dihydropyran (com- 
pound [7]) as a colorless oily product (yield: 85.6%). 



1 HNMR (400MHz, CDCI 3 ); 60.17 (s, 6H), 0.98 (s, 9H), 1.03 (s, 9H), 1.38 (s, 6H), 1.68 (t, J=5.3Hz, 2H), 4.00 (t, 
J=5.3Hz, 2H), 6.74 - 6.76 (m, 2H), 6.85 (d, J=7.6Hz, 1H), 7.14 (t, J=7.6Hz, 1H) ppm. 
40 IR (liquid film); 2956, 2880, 1582, 1242, 1043, 850 cm' 1 . 

Mass (m/z, %); 375 (M + , 5), 359 (83), 318 (38), 252 (18), 203 (7), 151 (17). 

Example 2 

45 [0105] 



50 




[7] [8] 
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[0106] Under an oxygen atmosphere at 0°C, 95.1 mg (0.234 mmol) of 5-t-butyl-6-(3-t-butyldimethy!siloxy)phenyl- 
4,4-dimethyl-3,4-dihydropyran (compound [7]) and 1 .2 mg of TPP were added to 10 mL of bichloroform and the mixture 
was externally irradiated for eight hours using a 940 W sodium lamp. The reaction solution was concentrated and then 
5 eluted by subjecting to silica gel column using a mixed solvent of ether and hexane (1 :30) as an eluent to obtain 93.0 
mg of e-t-butyl-I^S-t-butyldimethylsiloxyJphenyl-S^^imethyl^J.S-trioxabicyclo^^.Oloctane (compound [8]) as a 
colorless oily product (yield: 73.8%). 

1 HNMR (400MHz, CDCI 3 ); 60.18 (s, 6H), 0.98 (s. 9H), 0.99 (s, 9H), 1.37 -1.43 (m, 1H), 1.58 (s, 3H), 3.00 (dt, 
10 J=13.2 and 9.5Hz, 1H), 4.07 - 4.14 (m, 1H), 4.39 - 4.45 (m, 1H), 6.79 - 7.15 (m, 2H), 7.21 (t, J=8.1Hz, 2H) ppm 
IR (liquid film); 2957, 2860, 1598, 1 125, 1057 cm- 1 . 

Reference Example 5 

15 [0107] 



20 




[1] [9] [10] 



25 

[0108] Under a nitrogen atmosphere, 1.48 mg (36.90 mmol) of 60% sodium hydride was added to 30 mL of THF 
and a solution prepared by dissolving 3.07g (30.75 mmol) of 3,3,5-trimethyl 1 ,4-hexanediol (compound [9]) in 10 mL of 
THF was then added under ice cooling and, after stirring for 30 minutes, 4.47 mL (30.75 mmol) of m-methoxybenzyl 

30 chloride (compound [2]) was added, followed by stirring for additional 30 minutes. 10 mL of DMF was added, and then 
10 mL of DMF was added after two hours. The reaction solution was extracted with ethyl acetate, washed in turn with 
an aqueous saturated ammonium chloride solution and a saturated sodium chloride solution, and then concentrated by 
drying over magnesium sulfate. The concentrate was eluted by subjecting it to a silica gel column using a mixed solvent 
of hexane and ethyl acetate (7:1) as an eluent to obtain 5.41g of 6-(3-methoxybenzyloxy)-2,3,3-trimethyl-3-hexanol 

35 (compound [10]) as a yellow oily product (yield: 62.7%). 

1 HNMR (400MHz, CDCI 3 ); 60.90 (s, 3H), 0.93 (s, 3H), 0.93 (t, J=7.1Hz, 3H), 1.00 (d, J=7.1Hz, 3H), 1.67 (q AB t, 
J=14.7 and 5.4Hz, 2H), 1.81 - 1.94 (m, 1H), 2.87 (d. J=5.9Hz, 1H), 3.15 (dd, J=5.9 and 1.0Hz, 1H), 3.81 (s, 3H), 
3.50 - 3.59 (m, 2H), 4.50 (q AB t, J=12.1HZ, 2H), 6.83 (did, J=8.3 and 2.4Hz, 1H), 6.89 (s. 1H), 6.90 (d, J=1 1.2Hz, 
40 1 H), 7.25 (t, J=7.8Hz, 1 H) ppm 

IR (liquid film); 3447, 2958, 2871, 1467, 1266, 783, 743 cm' 1 . 

Reference Example 6 

45 [0109] 



50 




[10] [11] 

55 

[01 1 0] Under a nitrogen atmosphere, 24.28g of celite, 1 2. 14g (56.25 mmol) of PCC and a solution prepared by dis- 
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solving 10.53g (37.55 mmol) of 6-(3-methoxybenzyloxy)-2,3,3-trimethyl-3-hexanol (compound [10]) in 5 ml_ of methyl- 
ene chloride were added to 80 ml_ of methylene chloride, followed by stirring overnight. 9.92 ml (0.13 mmol) of 
isopropanol was added and, after 60 minutes, ether was added, followed by stirring for 10 minutes. Then, the mixture 
was filtered with celite and the filtrate was concentrated. The concentrate was eluted by subjecting to silica gel column 
5 using a mixed solvent of hexane and ethyl acetate (5:1) as an eluent to obtain 9.85g of 6-(3-methoxybenzyloxy)-2,3,3- 
trimethyl-3-hexanone (compound [11]) as a colorless oily product (yield: 90.6%). 

1 HNMR (400MHz, CDCI 3 ); 61.02 (d, J=6.36Hz, 6H), 1.16 (s, 6H), 1.89 (t, J=7.1Hz. 2H), 3.11 (hept, J=6.8Hz, 1H) f 
3.41 (t, J=6.8Hz, 2H), 3.82 (s, 3H), 4.43 (s, 2H), 6.81 (d with fine coupling, J=8.3Hz, 1H), 6.86 - 6.86 (m, 2H), 7.24 
io (t, J=8.5Hz, 1H)ppm. 

IR (liquid film); 2968, 2871, 1702, 1490, 1266, 1050, 743 cm' 1 . 

Reference Example 7 

75 [0111] 



20 




tH3 [12] 

25 



[0112] Under a nitrogen atmosphere, 4.67 mL (0.033 mol) of dilsopropylamine and 20.01 ml_ (0.032 mol) of butyl- 
lithium were added to 25 mL of THF, followed by stirring for 30 minutes. After cooling to -78°C, a solution prepared by 

30 dissolving 3.00 (0.011 mol) of 6-(3-methoxybenzyloxy)-2,3.3-trimethyl-3-hexanone (compound [11]) in 10 mL of THF 
was added dropwise, followed by stirring at -78°C for three hours, heating to -25°C and further stirring for additional two 
hours and a half. The reaction solution was extracted with ethyl acetate, washed in turn with an aqueous saturated 
ammonium chloride solution and a saturated sodium chloride solution, and then concentrated by drying over magne- 
sium sulfate. The concentrate was elated by subjecting it to a silica gel column using a mixed solvent of ethyl acetate 

35 and hexane (1 :5) as an eluent, and then eluted by subjecting it again to a silica gel column using a mixed solvent of 
hexane and methylene chloride (2:3) to obtain 1.09g of 3-hydroxy-3-isopropyl-2-(3-methoxyphenyl)-4,4-dimethyl- 
2,3,4,5-tetrahydropyran (compound [12]) as a colorless oily product (yield: 70.41). 

Melting point; 56.0 - 56.9°C (columnar crystal, recrystallized from hexane). 
40 1 HNMR(400MHz, CDCI 3 ); 61.02 (d.J=73Hz, 3H), 1.13 (s,3H), 1.15(s, 1H), 1.19 (d, J=7.3Hz, 6H), 1.19- 1.26 (m, 
1H), 1.27 (s, 3H), 1.73 (sept, J=7.16, 1H), 2.30 (td, J=13.4 and 5.9Hz, 1H), 3.81 (s, 3H), 3.89 (ddd, J=13.4, 11.7 
and 2.9Hz, 1 H), 3.99 (dd, J=1 1 .7Hz and 5.9Hz, 1 H), 4.68 (s, 1H), 6.81 (d with fine coupling, J=8.3Hz, 1 H), 7.01 (d, 
J=78Hz, 1H), 702 (s, 1H), 7.23 (t, J=7.8Hz, 1H) ppm. 

13 CNMR (100MHz, CDCI 3 ); 519.9, 20.5, 25.1, 27.7, 34.7, 39.1. 39.3, 55.2, 64.8, 75.8, 83.6, 112.9, 119.9, 128.7, 
45 141.2, 159.3 ppm. 

IR (KBr); 3514, 2971, 2861, 1601. 1491, 1173, 1019. 707 cm' 1 . 
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Reference Example 8 
[0113] 



5 



10 




[12] [13] 

15 

[0114] Under a nitrogen atmosphere, 2.91 ml_ (35.92 mmol) of pyridine and 1 .01 g (3.59 mmo!) of 3-hydroxy-3-iso- 
propyl-2-(3-methoxyphenyl)-4,4-dimethyl-2,3,4,5-tetrahydropyran (compound [12]) were added to 10 mL of anhydrous 
methylene chloride and 0.34 mL (4.67 mmol) of thionyl chloride was added at 0°C, followed by stirring overnight. The 
20 reaction solution was extracted with ethyl acetate, washed in turn with an aqueous saturated ammonium chloride solu- 
tion and a saturated sodium chloride solution, and then concentrated by drying over magnesium sulfate. The concen- 
trate was eluted by subjecting to silica ge! column using a mixed solvent of ethyl acetate and hexane (1 :7) as an eluent 
to obtain 0.71g of 5-isopropyl-6-(3-methoxyphenyl)-4,4-dimethyl-2,3-dihydropyran (compound [13]) as a colorless oily 
product (yield: 71.27%). 

25 

1 HNMR (400MHz, CDCI 3 ); 60.90 (d, J=7.32Hz, 6H), (1 .19 (s, 6H), 1 .73 (t, J-5.4Hz, 2H), 2.43 (hept, J=7.3Hz, 1 H), 
3.81 (s, 3H), 4.04 (t, J=5.1Hz, 2H), 6.83 - 6.89 (m, 3H), 7.23 (t, J=7,8Hz, 1H) ppm. 

13 CNMR (100MHz, CDCI 3 ); 524.0, 27.4, 28.8, 32.6. 39.9, 55.1, 62.8, 113.6, 115.6, 122.0. 122.7, 128.6, 139.9. 
148.4, 158.9 ppm. 

30 IR (liquid film); 2958, 2932, 2870, 1464, 1241, 1048, 789 cm -1 . 
Example 3 
[0115] 

35 



40 




[14] 



[011 6] Under an oxygen atmosphere at 0°C, 1 .6 mg of TPP and 101 .0 mg (0.388 mmol) of 5-isopropyl-6-(3-meth- 
oxyphenyl)-4,4KJimethyl-2 f 3-dihydropyran (compound [13]) were added to 5 mL of bichloroform and the mixture was 
so externally irradiated for one hour and a half using a 940 W sodium lamp. The reaction solution was concentrated, and 
then the concentrate was eluted by subjecting it to a silica gel column using a mixed solvent of ether and hexane (1 :20) 
as an eluent to obtain 67.9 mg of 6-iscprcpyl-(3-methoxyphenyl)-5,5^imethyl-2,7,8-trioxabicyclo[4.2.0]octane (com- 
pound [14]) as a yellow oily product (yield: 59.9%). 

55 1 HNMR (400MHz, CDCI 3 ); 60.72 (d, J=7.2Hz, 3H), 0.81 (d. J=7.2Hz, 3H), 1.05 (s. 3H), 1.37 (s. 3H), 1.37 (ddd, 
J=13.4, 7.8 and 1.7Hz, 1H), 2.41 (sept. J=7.2Hz. 1H), 3.05 (ddd, J-13.4, 10.6 and 9.0Hz, 1H), 3.84 (s, 3H), 4.23 
(dt, J=10.6 and 7.8Hz. 1H). 4.40 (ddd, J=10.6. 9.0 and 1.7Hz. 1H), 6.89 - 6.94 (m, 1H), 7.29 - 7.32 (m, 3H) ppm. 
13 CNMR (100MHz, CDCI3); 618.2, 18.7, 24.0, 25.1.33.4, 36.6. 55.4, 61.0, 96.6. 108.9. 113.4, 114.6. 120.2. 128.7. 



21 



EP 1 038 876 A2 



139.6, 159.2 ppm. 

IR (liquid film); 2967, 1718, 1586, 1488, 1458, 1277, 1049cm' 1 . 
Reference Example 9 

5 

[0117] 




20 [01 1 8] Under a nitrogen atmosphere, 0.24 mg (2.30 mmol) of 60% sodium hydride was added to 2 ml_ of DMF and 
0.21 mL (2.88 mmol) of entathiol was added at 0°C, and then a solution prepared by dissolving 0.30g (1.15 mmol) of 
35-isopropyl-6-(3-methoxyphenyl)-4,4-dimethyl-2,3-dihydropyran (compound [13]) in 2 mL of DMF was added at 0°C. 
After the completion of a dropwise addition, the mixture was heated at 140°C for five hours. The reaction solution was 
extracted with ethyl acetate, washed in turn with an aqueous saturated ammonium chloride solution and a saturated 

25 sodium chloride solution, and then concentrated by drying over magnesium sulfate. The concentrate was eluted by sub- 
jecting it to a silica gel column using a mixed solvent of ethyl acetate and hexane (1:5) as an eluent to obtain 0.25g of 
6-(3-hydroxyphenyl)5-isopropyl-4,4-dimethyl-2,3-dihydropyran (compound [15]) as a colorless oily product (yield: 
87.0%). 

30 Melting point; 140.7 - 141 .0°C (columnar crystal, recrystallized from a mixed solvent of methylene chloride and hex- 
ane). 

1 HNMR (400MHz, CDCI 3 ); 80.90 (d, J=7.3Hz, 6H), 1.18 (s, 6H), 1.18 (s, 6H), 1.17 - 1.74 (m, 2H), 2.43 (sept, 
J=7.2Hz, 1H), 4.02 - 4.05 (m, 2H), 4.95 (s, 1 H), 6.72 - 6.75 (m, 2H), 6.85 (d with fine coupling, J=7.32Hz, 1 H), 7.15 
-7.19(m, 1H) ppm. 

35 13 CNMR (100MHz, CDCI 3 ); 524.0, 27.4, 28.7, 32.6, 39.9, 62.9, 115.0, 117.4, 122.6, 122.7, 128.9, 139.8, 148.0, 

155.0 ppm. 

IR (KBe); 3410, 2962, 2922, 2872, 1655, 1597, 1016, 711 cm' 1 . 
Reference Example 10 

40 

[0119] 




55 [0120] Under a nitrogen atmosphere, 0.23g (0.94 mmol) of 6-(3-hydroxyphenyl)-5-isopropyl-4,4-dimethyl-2,3-dihy- 
dropyran (compound [15]), 0.13g (1.89 mmol) of imidazole and 0.26g (1.70 mmol) of t-butyldimethylchlorosilane were 
added to 2 mL of DMF, followed by stirring at room temperature for 1.5 hours. The reaction solution was extracted with 
ethyl acetate, washed with a saturated sodium chloride solution, and then concentrated by drying over magnesium sui- 
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fate. The concentrate was eluted by subjecting it to a silica gel column using a mixed solvent of hexane and ethyl ace- 
tate (1:6) as an eluent to obtain 0.33g of 6-(3-Vbutyldimethylsiloxyphenyl)-5'isopropyl-4,4-dimethyl-2 r 3-dihydropyran 
(compound [16]) as a colorless solid (yield: 97.1%). 

5 Melting point; 35.4 - 35.9°C (needle crystal). 

1 HNMR (400MHz, CDCI 3 ); 50.18 (s, 6H), 0.89 (d, J=6.8Hz, 6H), 0.98 (s, 9H), 1.18 (s, 6H), 1.71 - 1.74 (m, 2H), 2.43 
(sept, J=7.2Hz, 1H), 4.01 - 4.04 (m, 2H), 6.75 - 6.78 (m, 2H), 6.87 (d with fine coupling, J-7.5Hz, 1H), 7.16 (t, 
J=7.5Hz, 1H)ppm. 

13 CNMR (100MHz, CDCI 3 ); 5-4.4, 18.1, 24.1, 25.7, 274, 28.8, 32.6, 40.0, 62.8, 119.4, 121.9, 122.0, 123.4, 128.5, 
10 140.0, 148.4, 155.0 ppm. 

IR (liquid film); 2957, 2930, 2861, 1480, 1306, 1252, 953 cm' 1 . 

Example 4 

75 [0121] 
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[16] 



[0122] Under an oxygen atmosphere at 0°C, 1 .5 mg of TPP and 45.7 mg (0. 1 27 mmol) of 6-(3-t-butyldimethylsiloxy- 
30 phenyl)-5-isopropyl-4,4-dimethyl-2,3-dihydropyran (compound [16]) were added to 3 ml_ of bichloroform and the mix- 
ture was irradiated with visible light for one hour. The reaction solution was concentrated and then eluted by subjecting 
it to a silica gel column using a mixed solvent of ether and hexane (1 :30) as an eluent to obtain 42.4 mg of 1 -(3-t-butyld- 
imethylsiloxyphenyl)-6-isopropyl-5,5-dimethyl-2,7,8-trioxabicyclo[4.2.0]octane (compound [17]) as a yellow oily product 
(yield: 85.3). 

35 

1 HNMR (400MHz, CDCI 3 ); 50.19 (s, 6H), 0.70 (d, J=7.2Hz, 3H), 0.82 (d, J=7.2Hz, 3H), 0.99 (s, 9H), 1.04 (s, 3H), 
1.35 (s, 3H), 1.37 (ddd, J=13.2, 7.8 and 1.9Hz, 1H), 2.44 (sept, J=7.2Hz, 1H), 3.03 (ddd, J=13.2, 10.7 and 7.8Hz, 
1H), 4.23 (dt, J=10.7and 7.8Hz, 1H), 4.41 (ddd, J=10.7, 8.9and 1.9Hz, 1H), 6.84 (ddd, J=7.8, 2.4 and 1.5Hz, 1H), 
7.30 - 7.31 (m, 3H) ppm. 

40 13 CNMR (100MHz, CDCI 3 ); 5-4.4, 18.1, 18.3, 24.0, 25.1, 33.4, 35.2, 36.6, 60.9, 96.5, 108.8, 119.8, 120.7, 120.8, 
128.7, 139.6, 155.3 ppm. 

IR (liquid film); 2929. 1859, 1721, 1602, 1585. 1485, 1436, 2293, 1211 cm 1 . 
Experiment 1 

45 

[0123] 1 ml of a solution of 6-t-butyl-1-(3-t-butyldimethylsiloxy)phenyl-5,5-dimethyl-2,7,8-trioxabicyclo[4.2.0]octane 
(compound [8]) obtained in Example 2 in 1 .00 x 10" 5 M DMSO was added to 2 ml of a solution of tetrabutylammonium 
fluoride in 1.00 x 10" 3 M DMSO at 25°C, and then light emission was determined by using a fluorometric analyzer. It 
was estimated that the light emission quantum efficiency is 0.40, the half-life of light emission is 13.2 seconds and max 
so is 466 nm. 

Experiment 2 

[0124] 10 mg of 6-t-butyl-1-(3-t-butyldimethylsiloxy)phenyl-5,5-dimethyl-2,7,8-trioxabicyclo[4.2.0]octane (com- 
55 pound [8]) obtained in Example 2 was dissolved in toluene-d 8 (0.35 mL). The resulting solution was heated in a tem- 
perature constant bath at 80, 90 and 100°C and HNMR was measured with a lapse of time, and then the reaction rate 
constant at each temperature was calculated. As a result, it was estimated that the half-life of light emission at 25°C is 
49.2 years. 
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[01 25] As described above, according to the present invention, the 1 ,2-dioxetane derivative (I) of the present inven- 
tion is a compound which can be stored without being refrigerated because of high thermal stability, and a compound 
capable of emitting light in a stable state with a very high quantum efficiency Therefore, the measurement of light emis- 
sion can be efficiently effected because of its freedom from special requirements in storage, easy handling and very 
high efficiency of light emission. The above derivative is useful for attaining high-sensitivity measurements in, for exam- 
ple, the field of immunoassay of clinical analysis. 

Claims 

1 . A 1 ,2-dioxetane derivative represented by the general formula (I): 



O-O 




wherein R 1 , R 2 , R 3 , R 4 , R 5 , R 6 and R 7 independently represents a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group or an aryl group; 
or one or more than one pair of R 2 and R 3 , R 4 and R 5 , and R 6 and R 7 can together form a cyclic alkyl group; and 
Ar represents 

a group represented by the formula (A): 




wherein R 9 represents a hydroxyl group, an alkoxyl group, an aralkyloxy group, a group represented by - 
OSi(R 10 R 11 R 12 ) (wherein R 10 , R 11 and R 12 independently represents an alkyl group), or a phosphate group; 
R 9 represents a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group, an aryl group, a hydroxyl group, an alkoxyl group, an aryloxy 
group, or an aralkyloxy group; and V represents an oxygen atom or a sulfur atom, 
a group represented by the formula (B): 




wherein R 8 has the same meaning as defined for R 8 in the above formula (A); W represents a nitrogen atom 
or C-R 13 (wherein R 13 represents a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group, an aryl group, an alkoxyl group, or an 
aralkyloxy group); and X represents oxygen atom or sulfur atom), 
or a group represented by the formula (C): 
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R 



a 




(C) 



R" 



wherein R 8 has the same meaning as defined for R 8 in the above formula (A); R 14 represents a hydrogen atom, 
a halogen atom, an alky! group, an alkoxyl group, or a group represented by the formula (R 14 ): 



wherein Y represents an oxygen atom, a sulfur atom, or a group represented by N-R 15 ; and Z represents a 
hydrogen atom, an alkyl group, an aryl group, or a group represented by -OR 16 , -SR 17 or the formula: 



wherein R 15 represents a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group, an aryl group, a hydroxyl group, or an alkoxyl group; 
and R 16 , R 17 , R 18 and R 19 represent a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group, or an aryl group, or one or more than 
one pair of R 15 and R 16 , R 15 and R 17 R 15 and R 18 , and R 18 and R 19 can together form a ring and this ring may 
contain two or more heteroatoms. 

The 1 ,2-dioxetane derivative according to claim 1 , wherein Ar is 
a group represented by the formula (a): 





N 





wherein R 8 R 9 and V have the same meaning as defined for R 8 , R 9 and V in the above formula (A), 
a group represented by the formula (b): 
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"xxv 




(b) 

X 

wherein R 8 , W and X have the same meaning as defined for R 8 , W and X in the above formula (B), or 
a group represented by the formula (c): 



(c) 



wherein R 8 and R 14 are the same as those in the above formula (C). 

3. The 1 ,2-dioxetane derivative according to claim 1 or 2, wherein R 1 , R 2 and R 3 are alkyl groups; and R 4 , R 5 , R 6 and 
R 7 are hydrogen atoms. 

4. The 1 ,2-dioxetane derivative according to claim 3, wherein R 1 , R 2 and R 3 are alkyl groups having 1 to 4 carbon 
atoms. 

5. The 1 ,2-dioxetane derivative according to any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein Y is an oxygen atom and Z is a group 
represented by the formula: 

R 18 

/ 
N 

\ X9 

R X9 



wherein R 18 and R 19 together form a 3- to 7-membered ring. 

6. The 1 ,2-dioxetane derivative according to claim 5, wherein R 18 and R 19 together form a group represented by the 
formula: 



-N O 



7. The 1,2-dioxetane derivative according to any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein Y is N-R 15 , Z is -OR 16 , and R 15 and 
R 16 together form a 3- to 7-membered ring. 

8. The 1 ,2-dioxetane derivative according to claim 7, wherein R 15 and R 16 together form a group represented by the 
formula: 
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10 

9. A reagent for immunoassay, comprising the 1 ,2-dioxetane derivative of any one of claims 1 to 8. 

10. Use of the reagent of claim 9 for an immunoassay method. 
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